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CLAIMS 1-38 ARE PENDING 



1. It is noted that this is a C.I. P. of McDonald, US 6,745,197, 19 March 2001, and 
that all claims of the instant invention involve elements, specifically uses of hashing, that 
are not supported by the Specification of the '197 patent. Thus the effective priority date 
for the allowed claims is 25 July 2003, not 19 March 2001 . 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Many of the elements of the claims were well known in the art at the time of the 
invention. Exemplary are Nielsen, US 6,453,327, 17 September 2002 and Bisbee et al 
(Bisbee), US 2002/0184217, 5 December 2002. 

Nielsen manages email that parses into a header and a body and he classifies 
email into groups such as "junk email" [FIG 6]. An incoming message may be grouped 
according to trusted groups [FIG 1 1a, 1 1b]. Nielsen notes that a header can be 
considered to contain a (sub-) header and (sub-) body [COL 1 lines 40-48], but this is 
not the header and the body of the message in the context of Nielsen, it is simply a two- 
part string. 

Authentication of the sender's identity involves hashing part of the message 
header [COL 15 lines 37-55], but not including the signature block field of the header. 

Thus, Nielsen fails to teach or suggest hashing "over at least part of the header 
and over the message body of each message" as well as the use of such hash codes to 
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group messages or to identify one such message as a unique message within each 
group. 

Bisbee teaches [0023] that hashing of messages may be computed over a 
header and message body. However, this is not in the context of grouping messages in 
a message store, as for Nielsen above, using such hash codes for grouping and 
characterization of a group. 

Thus the prior art of record fails to anticipate or suggest the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wayne Amsbury whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3828. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 703-308-1436. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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